
.. 

"' t 

Cam.el Bites Dachshund 

by ·gus Tyler and David WJls 

On November 10, in broad daylight, the New York 
State legislature, meeting in a special session called by 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller, stole away enough 
Deatocratic Congressional districts to give the GOP an 
added mugin of 'IO to :u  ·seats from New York in the 
n.t Congress. In the last election, New York State 
Mnt u Democrats and 21. Republicans to the House of 
Rq,resentatives. In the next election, given the identical 
-voting pattern, 25 or 26 Republicans and 1. 5  or 1.6 
o.mocrats will be elected. A Democratic margin of one 
will be convert�. to a Republican margin of at least
nine - not because of any switches on the part of the 
votus, but simply because of a shifting of Congres­
_,al district boundary Jines ! 

Gerrymandering is not, of course, a peculiarly Re­
,-1,lica.n practice. In California, where, a decade ago, 
tlw GOP drew the district lines to give themselves a 
marked advantage, the Democrats having captured 
control of the lt'gislature, turned the tables this year. 
nwy· created districts which range in populat ion from 
))8,000 to .592,000; they drew lines designed to lump 
u mmy Republicans into as few districts as possible ;
they carved out one T-shaped district in Los Angeles
County which dangles a long thin tail for many miles
down the Pacific shoreline. Oddly enough, more than
half the R�ublican members of the California assem­
bly voted in favor of a Democratic redistricti ng bill -
�rtedly as a result of a deal which strengthened the
seats of some Republicans at the expense of other
kq,ublicans.

But there are relatively few Democratic gerry­
lMftders directed against Republica�s for the simple 
tNson that Democrats only rarely have the opportun­
ity. In most of the two-party states of the Northeast ,  
Midwest and West, Republicans with their  voting 
1tratgth ct-ntered in the overrepresented rural areils 
h.ave maintained control of the 5tate legisla tures, and 
it is the legis latures which draw the district l ines. Cur­
nntly, for example, aside from tht> Southern and 
border states, Democ rats cont rol fewer than one- t hird 
\lf the legislatures.  The only m,1 ior s t d tes  i n  t l i i s  gr0up 
•re Californ ia and Massachust>t ts .  and  in t he l a t ter  s ta te
the veto-power ot a Republ ica n Governor has c.rea teJ a
walem.ite over redis trict ing. In the Sou th ,  most of t he
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gerrymandering is done by rural Democrats to urbm; 
Democrats. 

In New York, the boundaries of the new districts 
were not revealed either to the public .or the legislators 

. until the day the bill was introduced. In respon!le to 
demands for public hearings, State Senator McEwen, 
chairman of the committee which drew the n� lines, 
stated that reapportionment was "strictly a technici!.1 
subject" and that "no .argument offued at a public 
hearing, no matter how emotional, political or imp.as­
sioned it might be, can change a census statistic." After 
the outlines of the gerrymander were made pubUc, it 
was easy to understmd the Senator's reluctance to face 
a public hearing over the projected larceny. 

The newly-drawn CongressionAl district boundary 
lines were engineered with a dear purpose in milld: to 
eliminate as many Democratic districts as possible, tc 
create as many new GOP districts u possible, and to 
keep existing GOP districts u safely R�ublican as 
possible. The primary objective in Upstate N� York 
was to reduce the number of Dmlocratic representa­
tives from three to two. It is within New York Oty, 
however, that the art of gerrymandering can be seen in 
its dearest form. 

A brief glance at the shapes of some of the nt'!w 
districts is enough to make a drinker go on the wagon. 
The map on page 10 reveals a zoo--full of fantastically­
shaped creatures slithering through the streets of New 
York City. Among the 'Brooklyn fauna are a camel 
biting the tail of a buking dachshund (the :i•th CD), 
a mechanical dinosaur with hy attached (the 15th CD) 
and a vulture (the , bth CD) - the vulture is flying to-
wards i t� new!y-laid egg : Staten Island. Also in Brook­
lyn one finds an X-ray of a badly-shattered elbow (the 
1 0th CO), an accusing finger (the :12th CD) and a sil­
houe tte of General Washington in uniform (the nth 
CD) . Up in The Bronx, the Legislature has carved out
a fiery dragon (the 24 th CD) and a snake suffering
from indigestion after having swallowed a girc1ffe (the
:qrJ CD) .  In the Queens cages are a chicken with its
he,,d b<' ing C'u t off (the 6th CD), a shinoo (the 7th CD)
and an upside-down pregnant crocodile ( the 8th CD).
Upst.tte New York has been spared frnm the �asts.
but  the  5 5 t h  CD is de.irly a submarine extending from
Schenec tady to R.ochestl'r, with a periscope poked intc
lake Ontario - a prarently about to torpedo Toronto.

The contorted shape of the Brooklyn districts 
resul t s  From the effor t ot the Legisl.tture to create �t 
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